[Haematopoietic stem cell transplantation in the treatment of autoimmune diseases].
During the past ten years, more than 1000 patients suffering from severe autoimmune disease have received an autologous haematopoietic stem cell transplant. These new therapeutic have been used in systemic sclerosis (scleroderma), multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, juvenile idiopathic arthritis and systemic lupus erythematosus. Autologous haematopoietic stem cell transplantation has become a curative option for condition with very poor prognosis as severe systemic sclerosis, lupus erythematosus or other systemic diseases. This review summarizes the current experience in the phase I and II clinical trials in Europe and North America. We describe the main results and the limits of stem cell transplantation in systemic diseases. Autologous haematopoietic stem cell transplant in the treatment of autoimmune disease has evolved from a experimental concept to a clinically feasible and powerful therapy for selected patients with severe disease.